
2 Timothy 3:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than

lovers of God; 

Analysis

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.

Paul concludes the vice list's first section with four final characteristics. "Traitors"

(prodotai,  προδόται)  means  betrayers—those  who  violate  trust,  betray  friends,

break  confidences.  This  is  Judas-like  treachery.  "Heady"  (propeteis,  προπετεῖς)

means  rash,  reckless,  impulsive—acting  without  thought  for  consequences.

"Highminded" (tetyphōmenoi, τετυφωμένοι) means puffed up, conceited, inflated

with  pride—perfect  passive  participle  indicating  they  have  been  and  remain

blinded by arrogance.

The climactic indictment: "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (philēdonoi

mallon  ē  philotheoi,  φιλήδονοι  μᾶλλον  ἢ  φιλόθεοι).  Philēdonos (φιλήδονος)

combines philos (lover) and hēdonē (pleasure)—hedonists, pleasure-seekers (from

which we get "hedonism"). Philotheos (φιλόθεος) combines philos (lover) and theos

(God)—lovers of God. The comparative construction (mallon ē,  μᾶλλον ἢ, "more

than") reveals the fundamental choice: humans will love either God or pleasure.

This is the root idolatry: preferring created things to the Creator (Romans 1:25).

It's not that pleasure is inherently evil—God created pleasure as gift. But when

pleasure becomes life's ultimate goal, displacing God, it becomes idolatry. Last-

days  humanity  worships  at  the  altar  of  self-gratification,  pursuing  happiness

through consumption, entertainment, and sensory stimulation rather than through

knowing and glorifying God.
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Historical Context

Epicureanism, a popular ancient philosophy, taught that pleasure (understood as

absence of pain) was life's highest good. While Epicurus advocated moderation, his

followers  often  pursued  sensual  indulgence.  Greco-Roman  culture  provided

endless entertainment: theater, chariot races, gladiatorial games, sexual license,

lavish banquets. First-century hedonism paralleled modern consumer culture. Paul

warns that professing Christians can adopt cultural values, becoming functional

hedonists who claim to love God but actually love pleasure more. Their profession

is hollow; their hearts belong to the world.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

Do you love God supremely, or has pursuit of pleasure, comfort,

entertainment, or self-gratification become your functional god?

In what areas of life do you need to repent of hedonistic priorities and

reorder affections to love God above created pleasures?

How does contemporary Christian culture sometimes accommodate pleasure-

worship, and how can you resist this compromise?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

προδόται
Traitors

G4273

προπετεῖς
heady
G4312

τετυφωμένοι
highminded

G5187

φιλήδονοι
lovers of pleasures

G5369

μᾶλλον
more
G3123

ἢ
than
G2228

φιλόθεοι
lovers of God

G5377

Additional Cross-References

1 Timothy 3:6 (Parallel theme): Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall

into the condemnation of the devil.

Jude 1:4 (References God):  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who

were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace

of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus

Christ.

Romans 16:18 (Parallel theme): For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus

Christ,  but  their  own belly;  and by  good words  and fair  speeches  deceive  the

hearts of the simple.

Jude  1:19 (Parallel  theme):  These  be  they  who  separate  themselves,  sensual,

having not the Spirit.

Romans 11:20 (Parallel theme):  Well; because of unbelief they were broken off,

and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:

1 Timothy 5:6 (Parallel theme): But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she

liveth.

1 Timothy 6:17 (References God):  Charge them that are rich in this world, that

they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who

giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
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